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Myles Couerdale to the 
C _ Ow 


COrace and increaſe of knowledge from 
God the Father , thzough our Lo2de 
Jeſus Chaift bee with the Chziſtian 
Reader, and with all other of my coũ⸗ 
try * that loue the Lozde vnfap⸗ 
nedly, 


| the Lozdes vinepard ( deare friend) J ſee 


men in this age buſelp occupped to roote out 
the Wcedes of tnueterate vices and old cankc= 
red cuſtomes , Some hath pzeached agaynſt 
ſuperſticions, ſome hath wzitren againſt Purga- 
tozp aud Pardons , ſome hath inueped agaynſt 
Pugrimages and ſectes, ſome hath beaten down 
Monaſteries and Shzines , Jdoles and theyz 
aulters , ſome ſeeketh pet to this dap to deſtrope 
popiſh decrees, to aboliſh vapne ceremonies, to 
reſtoze neceſſarperites, and to bzyng agapne all 
thynges to Chiſtes firſt inſtitucion: All theſe 
thynges are godly, deny it not, and men vertu⸗ 
ouflp exerciſed in ſo doing. But theſe foꝛ the molt 
part hath pertained, and pet ſtyl doth pertayne to 
the monſtrous kyngdome of Antichꝛiſt oz diſgy⸗ 
ſed church of Hipocrites : which hath enermoze 
had a great ſhew o2glyttering pzetence of godly⸗ 
nes, though they haue (after ſaynt Maul) denyed 
the power thereof. But the abominable cuſtome 
of ſwearing 0z daylye blaſphemyng of the bleſſed 
name of God ( which is of the — 4 way 
u. right⸗ 
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Myles Couerdale 
ryght out, without any coulours to the contrarpJ 
haue very few oz none rebuked, ſpecially in their 
wzitinges , 

wherefoze J haue concepued it a thyng molt 
neceſſarp, to let fozth ſomwhat concerning the re⸗ 
buke thereof, to put men in remembꝛance of them 
ſelues, leaſt they ſhould thzough cuſtome foꝛget 
God. So hath this execrable abuſion increaled 
among the people , that rather it hath bene coun= 
ted a vertue, then a vpce , beyng the open dooze 
vato damnatron . yea, fo deepeip hath this peſti⸗ 


. lent poyſon intected the wits of men, that nothing 


ſeeineth pleaſaunt vnto them, freſh, oz Voꝛthp to 
be laughed at, vnleſſe it be iopned with the blal⸗ 
phemp of Gods holy name. The tale ſhall lacke 

his due circumſtaunce, vnleſſe it be mpxed wyth 

othes ; as with vioud, weundes, death and ſides, 

wyth curſſpnges and bannynges, as poxe, pefti= 

lence, fowle eupll, ſhame, vengeaunce , and inpſ= 

chiefe , to bad to be vttercd among the deuyls in 

hell. O mercyfull. God, how can they thyncke 

thein ſelues woozthy of che name of Chziſtians, 

vſyng ſuch deuliiſhnes © How can they hope to 

be ſaued in Chiſt, vtterpng out c? all chziſtian 

92der ſuch outragious blaſphemp:? Much moze 
godly ſhould the Chuſtian be, then cyther Jewe 
92 Pagane, pet is he a thouſand tymes were in 
his conuerſation and lyfe. 

Among all vyces whereunto the cozrupt na⸗ 
ture of our nacion is geuen ( t̃oꝛ the moze part) is 
blaſpheinp and whoozedome , though the fyzſt of 
thein be directlpe agapnſt the third commaunde⸗ 
ment of God in the firſt Table, and the other a⸗ 
gaynſt the third in the ſccond Table ( whpch is 

gapuiſt 
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to the Reader. 


the ſeuenth commaundement in number) pet are 
they in dayly cuſtome. God is not fear ed, neyther 
— their own daunger conſidered which vſe the 
e vices of whoozedome and ſwearyng. Not= 
withſtanding the bountifull pzcaching of Gods 
wooꝛd againſt the ſame and all other vyces, the 
terrible iudgementes and puniſhmentes of God 
lapd vpon ſome that haue vſed the ſame, euren to 
e ſene and knowen in theſe our dapes, and the 
ſeueral troubles and puniſhments which moſt fa- 
milies feele fo ſuffering oz vſyng the ſame, al this 
terrificth vs not, noꝛ can make vs leaue to run in 
ſo vicious æ damnable a race. Which no doubt ar- 
gueth our deſtruction , if ſpeedy repentaunce bee 
1 and amendement thercof pzocured by our 
Magiſtrates, A ſeucreand ſharplawes 
we ap — ſuch offenders . which God {oz hys 
Thniltes ſake once put in their heades, and 
geue them wplling myndes therto, that 
vertue and godlynes map be ad⸗ 
naunced, and al vice # Wic⸗ 
kednes cleane ſup⸗ 
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JA Chin exhortaci- 


on vnto cuſtomable Swearers. 
( 


None naturall being hath the 
5 Koꝛd from the beginning con⸗ 
ſtitute all men to this end, that 
£; = they ſhoulde naturallye fone, 
helpe andcomfozt one another, And to the 
perfourmance of that his pleaſure, added 

he this naturall law, that they ſhould cons 

2 nece3- lider within them ſelues what they wold 
oftouc, haue done to their own bodyes, chyldzen, 
godes, oꝛ cattell, and vpon that ground to 

concetue a rule how to vſe all other par⸗ 

ticuler perſons, If they would not that 

men ſhuld opp:efle them, vll repozt them, 

ſhame them befoze the world, hyꝛe their 

houſes ouer their heades, (etl them yll 

wares, beguile them by falſe wayght and 

meaſure with ſuch like, that they ſhuld in 

Examples ang wiſe beware leaſt they doo the ſame 
of the holy vnto them. This natural law was vnto 
Fathers. Adam, Seth, Enoch, Noe, Abzaham, Po⸗ 
ſes x other godly men, a grounded pzecept 

of lyuing, whom they euermoze followed 

in their outward occupyinges, 
Another ſozt their were which minded 
nothing lelle, and they a” — 
an 


5 


vnto cuſtomable ſwearers, 
want of that rule, fell into all maner of Contem⸗ 


abhominable ſyns , As Cain into the vn ners ofthe || 


naturall murder ot his bzother : The gy- valve 25 
antes into filthy deſires ofthe fleſh: Nim- Geneſ. 4, 
roth into cruell oppꝛeſſion and tyzanny: Geu. 9.10 
Cham into a ſco2nfull diſdaine of hys fas 

ther: Aſmael ints a ſtubburne wycked⸗ 

nes agaynſt all men: Eſau into a moꝛ⸗ 

tall hate of Jacob his bꝛother, and ſuche 

lyke . So that daply moze and mo2e foz 

decay of that lawe (which God had in⸗ 
wardlye wzytten in the hartes of men) 

great miſchiefes increaſed, And as Oſeas Oſec. 4. 
the Pꝛophet complaineth , there was no 
faithfulnes,no bzctherly loue, no truth a- 

mong men, but bitternes, lytng,maſlaugh 

ter, theft, and adulterpe hath gotten the 
ouerhand. In their dayly occupying was 

much falſhood vſed,and that was thought 

well woon good that was gotten by de⸗ 

ceit. Uerpe ſeldome in their bargapnes 

were pꝛomiſes perfozmed, and ms2e ſel⸗ 

dome a great deale was faithfull honeity 
regarded, In pꝛoces of time therfoze wer 

very few oz none beleued, vnlefle they 

tooke God fo wytnes that their matter 

was true, whereuponfy2zit ofall came vp 


the (wearyng of othes among men, to 
A.iii. confirme 


A Chriſtian exhortacion 

£14 confirme their ſapinges with. 

och bs, and An othe is no yll matter, godlye vſed 

to what and done in loue, though the fleſh from the 

end it ſer⸗ begynning hath abuſed it. Foz what is 
ueth. there in the world, be it neuer ſo cleane 

Pfalm. iz. and good, but mens cozrupt nature voth 

Exod. 22. moſt abominably vefile: 

Hebr.6, An dthe is a waye oz meane whereby 
contrauerſies are ended, and pꝛomiſes per 
fourmed, by the calling vpon the name of 
God. Foꝛ it is w2ytten in the law: If a 
man deliuer vnto his nepghbour an Orc, 
Alle, oꝛ ſhepe to paſture, and it dye oꝛ be 
hurt, oz dꝛiuen away (no man ſeyng it) 
then ſhal an othe of the Loꝛd go betwene 
them, and hee ſhall ſweare whether hee 
hath put any hand to the taking away of 
his neighbours good o2 not: « the owner 
of the good ſhall recetue the othe,and ifhe 
by the othe that he hath taken ſayth, that 
he hath put no hand to it, then ſhal he not 
make it god. tc. And this muſt bee done 

Judges ar befoze the Gods, that is to ſay, befoze the 

— cm Judges oꝛ Pagiſtrates. Here is the con- 

ture trouerſpe ended betwene neighbour and 

Geneſ. ai, netghbour, thꝛou gh an othe. At is alſo a 
meane wherby pzomiſes are perfozmed. 
As we finde in Genelis the,21,chap. in the 

woꝛdes 


vnto cuſtomable (wearers. 

wo2des of Abtmelech vnto Abzaham,that 

he ſhould neither hurt him noz his poſte⸗ 

ritie, vnto whom Abꝛaham ſayd, J wyll 

ſweare , Andy text ſayth that they ſware 

both. And Abzaham did not only ſweare, 

but alſo perfoꝛmed it in deede, This is cal- Þ lawful 

led a right oꝛ lawful oth,+ none els. This Ie. 

othe is a certaine kinde of religion, wher⸗ 

with God is not onely honoured, but alſo 

well contented & pleaſcd . This is a ſure 

ancker whereunto Judges may lawfully 

ſtick, when their wyts can go no further. 

Fo2 who knoweth what is in man, but 

God onel y: This right ⁊ lawfull och was 

cdmaunded of God fo2 the comfo2t, helpe, 

and ſuccour of our netghbour. And it is cal 

led the othe of the Lo2d, not onely becauſe 

he comanadcd it, but allo when he made Gene. 22, 

his mighti pꝛomis vnto Abꝛaha, he ſware 

him ſelfe to cauſe him to belgue it, not to 

be impollible, at y time appointed. Whe Magi⸗ 

a matter is in ſtrife befoꝛe a iudge, neceſ- ſtrata may 

{ary it is to ſweare ,if it be required, to o ele te⸗ 

bꝛing it to a concluſion. And in like caſe is Mute it. 

it wdemaunding of an othe, as with ſtri⸗ 

king w the ſwo2d: lawful is it not foꝛ eue 

ry pꝛiuat perſõ at his own luſt to flea, but 

to the Pagiſtrats, whe they ſe iuſt cauſe, 
: it is 
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Dale. it is not onely lawful, but alſo an office of 
Hap ont dutye blongyng vnto them vnder paine 
of Geds dilpleaſure. 


ariſon. 
mw Help was puniſhed of God, fo2 not coz⸗ 


1,Reg, 4. recting his childzen, 4 ſo was king Saule 
and,is, fo2 {paring the people of Amalech , The 
Luke. 22, pztnces of regions haue the ſwoꝛd geuen 
Leuit. 19, them by Gods audhozity, not to revenge 
their own pꝛiuat quarel, but the iuſt qua- 
"beads rell of Godand his people. In like condi- 
onclp, (ion is it with ſwearing . Pt the cauſe be 
not theirs but their neighbours,they map 
lawfully receiue an oth, and the other re⸗ 
Deut.6, quired may likewiſe ſweare in tryall of 

whoſwea- the truth and not ſinne. Vet ought it none 
rethryght. otherwiſe to be done then in the name 
aud feare ofthe Lo2d, leaſt we ſhould aſs 
cribe the verity to any other then to him, 
And they tuſtlye ſweare by his name and 
without rep2gfe , which minding neither 
fraude noz deteite, witnefſeth onely the 
truth which ſeketh no parctallity,but ths 
when an right, not them ſelues,but y glozy of God, 
oth is law the pzofyte of their neighboure, and the 

full, common wealth of Gods people, 

Lawfull it is alſo foz the magiſtrates 
when they put any man in office, to take 
an othe of him that he ſhall be true, — 

gen 
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vnto cuſtomable ſwearers. 
gent and faithfall therein, as Jacob, fo: 
the comoditye and p2ofit of his poſteritp, 
toke an otde of Laban the idolatrer. Like 
wiſe Judas Machabeus of the Komaines 
foꝛ the lame purpoſe , And this is becauſe 
there hath bene, and pet are daplp founde 
ſo many vnfaithfull , Df their ſubiectes Anothe ot 
and comons may p2inces demaund an oth ®iegiance. 
of allegyaunce, fo; the ſauegarde of their 
landes and people. And that ſhould, not 
næde, were there no falſe traitours abzod, 
vet is it dilcritely to be conſidered in all 
ſuch publique othes, whether thep haue 
the tha afozenamed thinges 02 not. To 
ſweare to doo yll, as to lea, to rauiſhe. I damna⸗ 
oz to robbe is dampnable wythout fayle, able othe, 
and to perfourme ſuche an othe , 02 to 
do thoſe wickedneſſes in d&de is a dou⸗ 
ble danipaation,both to hiu that ſoſwea- 
reth , and aiſo to the tudge that cauſeth 
hym to ſweare, Suche a one was the cur⸗ 
ſed othe that Upnge Yerode made vn- Mark. 6 
to the daughter of Yerodias hys harlof, uke. 12 
fo2 the heade of holy John baptiſt , whom TT 
Cheiſt calleth a wyly Fore foz hys craf- 
tye conuetaunce, A colour was this othe 
of hys cruell tpzanny, and a cloke to hys 
moſte ſpightfull murther , 93 th;onghe 
tha 
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that meanes was John done vnto death. 
Neither was an othe oꝛdained (after the 
Ad ſene- minde of Saint Auſtin ) to bynde to the 
rum mile the perfourmaunce of manſlaughter,rob- 
nitanum. berp, idolatry, v2 other ſynnes. Kather 
had Dauid bꝛeake his othe, then to fulkpll 

it with bloud ſhedding. 
A ſaping there is among men, that the 


A Kingcs woꝛd, pzomys 02 othe of a kyng ſhoulde 


nw ood {ffand , We graunt the ſame, in caſe it be 
ſtand. true, lawkull, and expedient , Els were it 
much better to be bꝛoken, then kept. Bet⸗ 
ter were a king to eate his woꝛde an. C. 
times, oz to call it home againe, then once 
to be dampned foz the perkourmaunce of 
it, ik it be wpcked. Foz aking oz Ruler 
is not oꝛdayned to do his owne luſte, but 
Pſalm, 2, to iudge acco2ving to right and equitpe. 
As open is hel fo2 him, as foꝛ a poꝛe man, 
Dauid ik he rule not his people godlye . Dauid 
biakc hes made a ſolempne othe to flea Naball, 
| + to deſtroy all that pertatned vnto him, 
but he neuer did perfourme that othe, and 
pet he was a king . He put vp his \ſwozde 
agatne(ſayeth Bede) and neuer repented 

him of any faut done, Home, 45, 
In ſinoni Othes are to be obſerued, when their 
mis. lib, 2 ende is not eupll, noz vnto the hinde⸗ 
raunce 


vnto cuſtomable {wearers . 


raunce of ſoules health. Jn wicked p30 - 

miſes ( ſayeth Jſido2us) let fapthfulncs 

haue no place. In a fylthy vowe,chaunge _ 

thy decreed purpoſe . Ds not the thinge Ty — 
in effect that thou haſt with out conſyde- co be backe 
ration ſwozne vnfo . Foz the pꝛompfle 

is euermoze wicked, that cannot be pers 

fourmed wythuut ſpune. There foze pf 

the iudges oz rulers ſhould info2ce the in⸗ 

keriour ſubiectcs to ſweare to that thing 

p wer againſt their ſoules health oz Gods 

hono2,as to woꝛſhip an Jdol, oz to do any 

thing to innocentes vndoing, they vught 

rather fo dye, then to obey it. As dyd ko: 

an example the dilcrite man, and hono⸗ 2.Macha, 
rable Father Eleazarus, wyth the cyght 6. and. 7. 
faithfull bꝛethen, and theic mother in the 
Pachabees . Foz much better is it in 

ſuche caſe to obey God then man, us wit⸗ Aces. 5. 
neſleth S. Peter and the other Apoſtles. 
Neither ought a iudge by the law, to com- Leuit. 19. 
pell a man to ſweare againſt hym lelfe Prou. zo. 
leaſt he tnfozce him wickedly to lynne in 
foz(wearing himſelle, and ſo to diſpatie 

of the mercy of God. But when hee ta- 

keth an othe of a poꝛe ſymple loule, oz of 

a crafty ſubtpll kelowe, he ought to con- 
ſider all circumſtances requiũüte . £ * ye 

uch 
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Tyts muſt ſuch as ſweare othes ought like wiſe to 
be added, it be ctrcumſpect and ware , And ſo ſee al- 
God wyll. waies that this clauſe be added vnto the: 
Rom. 1. If mp Lozd God wil, o2if J haue no law- 

ful impedimtt to the contrary , And then 
ſhall wee make our pꝛomiſes perfect . At 
A (hould chaunce to appoint with the ma⸗ 
giſtrates to come befoze them at ſuch an 
houre, and in the meane time be letted by 
terrible ficknes , J ſhould thus bꝛeake no 
Auguſti inſt pꝛomiſe made with them, if 4 come 
de ſermo not. Neither ſhould J bzeake couenaunt 
ne domi (às ſayth ſapnt Auſtine) if 3 pꝛomiled a 
ni in mõ. Paiment ata dap, and were robbed of my 

money by the way coming thitherward. 


te. With ſuch other like. Neuer am J foz- 


ſwoꝛne noꝛ vniuit of my pꝛomis, ſo long 
God hol- as my hart minded no deceite. Pany o⸗ 
deth necel⸗ ther ſuch doubtes and perplere caſes ther 


tity excu- pe, but theſe J ſuppoſe foz this time ſuffi- 


7 dcient. By theſe may all other be percetued 
and Chꝛiſtianly oꝛdꝛed. Thus do not we 
deny all maner of ſwearing, though we 
woulde no othes to bee vied betweene 

neighbour and netghbour, noz pet in our 
ziuate communications and dayly buſi⸗ 
nes, as hereafter we ſhal declare it moꝛe 
at large. J would haue wzptten much 
moze 
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vnto cuſtomable ſwearers. 


moze ok this right t lawfull othe, which 
is comaunded of God foz the wealth and 


|. bealth of men, ik other Chziſtian learned 


men had not wꝛitten ſuffictently thereof 
afoze. Againe fo2 ſo much as the matter 
of it ſelfe belongeth rather vnto the office 
ofruiers and iudges, then to ſuch pꝛiuate 
perſons as J here wzite vnto, pet let both 
Judges, and inferiour Subiedes marke 
and obſerue theſe leſſons folowing. 

. Fir a Judge ought neuer to demaund when a 
02 require an othe of any man, without indge map 
great heamaes of conſcience , fo2 feare p **quire an 
the party required to ſweare, ſhould fozs e 
ſweare him ſelfe. Such loue t pity ought 
ther to be in iudges, that the loſſe of their 1 
neighbours ſonle ſhould be eſtemed equal 1 
with the detriment of their own ſoules. 8 i 
Therefoze befoze they bꝛing them vnto Jungen 
an othe, they ought to ſeeke al wates and ought to 
meanes how to try the truth without an be pityfui. 
othe, and not immediatelp and in all the 
haſt to cauſe him to ſweare. 

Sccondly, the Judge map demaund an | 
othe , and the inferiour ſabiect likewiſe 
ſweare , when it is either to the glozy of 
God, the pzofyte of our neighbour, oz foz 


the common wealth, | 
Thirdly 
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Math,;, Thirdly , though men be fully perſwa- 

No man ded to haue lawfull and tuft occaſions to 

mape bee lweare, as foz the gloꝛp of God, the pꝛoſit 

— own ok our neighbour, and the common welth, 

de. pet may they not be iudges in their owne 

cauſes, noz take ought here in hand, by 

their own aucthozity , but let the matter 

come befoze their iudges, foz no law ſuf- 

freth thee here to do after thins own plea⸗ 

ſure, and what thou thinkeſt beſt, After 

thys ſo2t did Chʒiſten iudges vſe them⸗ 

ſelues in requiring of an othe , and like⸗ 

wiſe faithful ſubiectes with a glad hart in 
rendering their oth demaunded of them. 

It thou be capcious, thou wilt paraduens 

ture kpnde cauillation of contrariety in 

the ſcripture: And ſay that Poles here ſee- 

meth to ſpeake contrary vnto that Chꝛiſt 

Math. 5. hath ſpotien in Bathew the fyft Chapter. 

Becauſe it is ſayd here, if any man geueth 

fo Kœpe, Alle, ore, oꝛ ſhepe.tc. Then the 

othe of the Lo2d ſhall go betwene them, 

The err9 x there thou ſhalt in y caſe ſweare. This 

ofrye ns Was fpꝛſt the errour of the Panachees 

pre” whole folowers are now the Anabaptiſts 

And all this commeth becauſe they vn- 

derſtand not the ſentence of Chꝛiſt in the 

v. of Pathew. This wozd,iurar U 

other 
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vnto cuſtomable ſwearers. 


other maner of ſigniſtcation, then they do 
perteiue, and is otherwyſe taken in the 
ſapd. v. of Mathew, thẽ they do teach. Foꝛ The agre⸗ 
this is to be beleued of all men, that God ment of 
the father comaunded nothing that ſhuld — 
be pꝛeiudicial oz cotrary to his ſonne, noz ies. 
pet that the ſonne taught any thing con - 

trarp to his father. Thberefoze there is a 
ſwearing which is lawfully appzoued # 
commanded of God,of the which we haue 

made mencion befoze,called in lattin luſ(- 
wrandum , There is alſo a (wearpng 

which is not lawfull, diſcommended and 

clearly fozbidden by Chꝛiſt, which is cal- hat a te⸗ 
led Deiurium, p is, temerouſly to ſweare merous oz 
in our pꝛiuate comunication, be it true 02 raſh oth is 
falſe . And when Chziſt ſayth , thou ſhalt 

not ſweare at all, he meaneth nothing les 

then by it fo deſtroy all maner of lawfull 
ſwearing befoze a Judge, but that wee 

ſhould neuer in our pꝛiuate communica- 

tion ſweare . And as all maner of othes 

were not diſalowed of Ch2iſt , no moze 

were all othes allowed of God the father, 

but ſuch onely as had eytyer the glozy of 

God, the pꝛofit of our neyghbour, s2 the 

common wealth vpon their des. And 

that this is the very meaning of Chꝛiſtes 


B. j. wozdes, 


— * 4 A 4 + 
n 2 — . ' + ow "4 
oa” oO - A. 

* * = © » 

| _ ' - * 

ke: . *. ; 4 "bg * 


W we - 0 
— 4 a — 


W _ 


2 —.—. — 


+. — 


.. ,. 


—— — — — — — — 


A Chriſtian exhortacion 
woꝛdes, wee ſhall well perceiue by the 


weighyng of the text: You haue hearde 


ſaith Chaiff, how it was ſapd to them of 
the old time Ne deicres, wher as our tranſ⸗ 
latiõ hath, Non periurabis, thou ſhalt not 


How p er⸗loꝛlweare. And not all without cauſe, foz 


iurare is 
taken in 5 

v. of Ma⸗ 

thew. 


Exod 44 2, 


Leuit,19, 


as Per iurare can neuer be taken in a god 
ſence,ſo1s it not alway taken foꝛ p tranſ⸗ 
greſlyng oz bꝛeakyng ok a lawfull othe 
made befoze a Judge. But often times it 
is takt foꝛ Deicrarc, which is to take God 
to witnes, ta lye 02 to deceiue. And Per- 
wrare 1s lykewyſe to abuſe the name of 
God, which is the truth and rightesuſnes, 
ko lye and deceiue. And what ſo euer he 
be, that either requireth his netghbour to 
ſweare,o2 ſweareth lightly him ſelke, it is 
a ſaffictent pꝛofe that he is a pariurer, yl, 
light, and one that little regardeth Gods 
truth. Now when Chꝛiſt ſaith, it is ſayd 
to them of the old tyme, Non periurabis, 
thou ſhalt not koꝛſweare, you ſhall neuer 
fynde in the Vebzew no2 in the Greeke 
text that woꝛd, but ſo ſhal you find in Mo⸗ 
les: Thou ſhalt not take the name of thy 
1.0zd God temerouſly, wher as our inter 
pꝛeter hath ſo ; Thou ſhalt not take hys 


name in vaine , In an other place = pe 
aue 


* 
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vnto cuſtomable ſwearecrs. 


haue after this ſoꝛt: thou ſhalt not ſweare 
in my name to lpe, which the Greekes in⸗ 
terpꝛetate after this faſhion: Zhou ſhalt 
not ſweare falſely in my name. And the 
Lawpers hath, Non periurabis, thou ſhalt 
not foz\weare in my name. Here ye may 
ſee how S. Jerom vſeth this wozd to fo2- 
ſweare,foz Deierare, which is to ſweare 
falſe, and not fa2 the tranſgreſling of a 
right 4 lawful othe , It was fozbydden to 
them of the old time (as you hane partly 
beard ) that they ſhonld in no caſe teme⸗ 
rouſly take the name of God to reco2ve, 
which is expounded in the ſaid. 9. of Leu, 
that they ſhuld not ( weare in his name to 
tye. Wherout ſpzang this opinid among 
them, p if they dpd take the name of God 


neighbour, was no maner of ſyn . But in 
a falſe fayned matter they thought they 
ought in no caſe to ſweare, no2 pet com⸗ 
pel any other man therunto , And this is 
the thing p Thꝛiſt ſpeaketh here againſt, 
and vtterlp repꝛoueth, that is to ſay, that 
neither in the trouth noz otherwyſe they 
ought to take the name of God to recoꝛd 
in their familiar 4 dayly comuntcation, 
B. i. but 


The Jew 
es thought 
it no ſpnne 
to witnes in the truth, and that in their to ſweare 


dayly buſynes betwene neyghbour and trulr. 


„ 
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A Chriſtian exhortacion 


3 c<:itig but to ſpeake ſo trulp, and to deale ſo faith 

ought not fully one with an other, that if hee ſapde 

toſpeake yea , then hys nepghbour ſhoulde belene 

one thing, hym to ſay truth, if he ſayd nay, like wpſe 
another. to beleue it not to be truth, 

" Vereyouſe wel is no maner of menti⸗ 

on made of a right and lawful othe: Fo2 

Chꝛiſt ſapth audiſtis, ve haue heard how 

it was lapde vnto them of the old tyme, 

Non periurabis, thou ſhalt not foz\weare. 

UWhere is this ſpoken? even there where 

as1s nothing ſpoken at all of the tranſ⸗ 

greſſing oꝛ bzeaking ofalawful oth made 

befoze a Judge, as it ſhall appeare mo2e 

playnly to him that wyll ſearch the pla- 

ces. Therfoze it is manyfeſt that Chꝛiſt 

ſpake of ſuch othes, wherby we binde our 

ſelues raſhly to do 02 perfourme any mas 

ner of thing, It foloweth in the text, J ſay 

vnto you , ſweare not at all. Marke now 

of what ſwearing he ſpeaketh, euen of 

ey or $ ſuch ſwearing as was ( foz their weake- 

old tyme nes lake} permitted vnto them of the old 

—. — time by the law, Foz as the Jewes were 

teare in luftered by the law ( foz their weakenes 

the truth. lake) tobe diuo2ced fro their wyues (ge- 

uing them a teſtimoniall in their hands) 


to auopd a further inconuenience, 5 _ 
ea 


i, TR 
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ynto cuſtomable ſwearers, 


leaſt when they were moued oz angry w 
them, they ſhould eyther haue poiſoned oz 
killed them: Do was it like wiſe permit⸗ 
ted to them of the old time, to ſweare (but 
not by al maner of creatures, but onelp in 
the name of God) leaſt they, dwelling a⸗ 
mong the Heathẽ, and accuſtoming their 
othes, ſhould by continuance of tyme fall 
vnto y filthy wozſhipping of their Idols, 
fozgetting hom. Sweare by hys name, Exod,23, 
ſaith Moſes,and ſee that ye walke not af- 
ter ſtraunge gods of the nations that you 
remayn among. Se that ye neither make Toſue,23, 
mention (ſaith Joſue ) noꝛ yet ſweare by 
the names of their gods. Thus in the old 
time were they ſuffered to ſweare, in an „ee mape 
earneſt, iuſt, oꝛ waighty cauſe : But now notſweare 
cometh Chziſt and lapth, that neither in a if the mat⸗ 
true matter, be it neuer ſo great, earneſt, ter — 
t waighty, we ſhal not of our own ſelues *** e true 
no2 by our sn authozitp t pꝛiuat power 
ſweare oz pzomiſe any maner of thing. 
Where as pet no maner of mencion is 
made of a demaunded othe by publike au- 
thozity . And the wozds that folow make 
the matter moze plain, neither by heauen 
(ſaith Chziſt) foz it is the thzone of God, 
neither by earth,xc. Wher rede pou that 
B. ii. at 


Deut. 6. 
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at any time p Yeb2nes dyd vſe to ſweare 
by any of theſe thinges: And contrarp⸗ 
wiſe, who now adapes doth not foz euery 
frifle lweare by them all:? One pꝛomp⸗ 
ſeth a gift by Chꝛiſtes croſle, another by 
heauen, the third by the earth: All thys 
doth Chꝛiſt clearly fozbyd , anv this is the 
ſumme of all hys communication. And 
where as the Anabaptiſtes expound this 
to be ſpoken of periurpe, which is taken 


 fo2 the tranſgreſion 02 b2eakyng of that 


othe which is made befoze a Judge, they 
are greatly deceiued: Foz ther is no men⸗ 
cion made neither of the place, ofthe iu⸗ 
dicial ſcate,noz pet of any Pagiſtrate oz 
Judge. Vee ſpake therefoze of the othes 
which we vſe one with an other in our fa 
miliar cõmunication and language. And 
be that wyl ſearch the afozeſapd places ot 
Exodi t Leuitici both in Hebzue, Greeke 
and Latin, ſhall finde it true that here is 
witten. Other reaſons and argumentes 
they haue, to take from the congregation 
this lawful othe, which at an other tyme 
ſhal be anſwered vnto. The Phariſes al⸗ 


ſo had blinded &# cozrupted this comauns - 


dement: Foz like as to hate in the hart, o: 
couet another mans wyte, was no ſyn w 
them, 
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| vnto cuſtomable ſwearers, 


them, no moze was it to thinke one thing 

in the hart and to ſpeake another with the 
month. Althougb Moiſes ſapd lye not, noz Leuit. 9. 
f 


deceiue any man his neighbour, they dyd 
interpꝛetate it but foꝛ god counſel, ⁊ that 
it did binde no man vnder papne of dam⸗ 
nation. So by that meanes wer ther none 
beleued, vnles they toke God to wytnes, 
bhs falſe, ſubtil æ crafty marchants once 
percetued that fo2 takpng of Gods name 
to reco2d, they were beleued whatſocuer 
their cauſe was. To bꝛing their matter to 
paſſe they little cared to fo2\weare them 
ſelues, vnder that colour cloked they all 
maner of diſſimulation,falſhod, & vngod⸗ 
lynes, ſo that the name of God (which 
% ought to haue bene had in moſt reuerece) 
3 was comonly then vſed foꝛ a coucryng of 
| all their miſchiefes,in ſo much the Pꝛo⸗ 
phet complained and ſayd,how they could Ierem. g, 
lay the Lozd lpueth, yet did they [weare 
to decepue. Ch2:ift commeth and b2yngs 
eth lalt and lyght vnto the commaunde-s 
mentes, reſtozyng them agayne to their 
own natural meaning t right vnderſtan⸗ Sods wo 
ding, & as his father would haue the kept de hat 
of euery chʒiſten man. Foꝛ as God 1s but but one tri 
one, ſo hath his wozd oz cõmaundements meaning. 
B, ii. but 
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but one right and true meaning, how ſoe⸗ 
uer we turmoile oz handle the, And where 
as they had taught to hate in hart, to couet 
another mans wife,4 to deceiue his neigh 
bour with a lie, was not fozbidden of God, 
vader paine of damnacion, but onely the 
outward act: Bat Chaiſt ſapty, he that is 
angry with his bzother , is in daunger of 
iudgement: Ye that ſeeth a woman and 
laiteth after her, ſhall taſte the puniſh⸗ 


d ment that belongeth to a whozemonger: 


he that thinketh one thing , and ſpeaketh 


muſt be all another, deceiueth his neighbour with a 


one. 


Baſy le. 


Ipe, oꝛ pꝛomiſe, ſhall haue the puniſhment 
of a periurer. Therefoze Jſay vnto you, 
ſweare not at all, but let pour commu⸗ 
nication bee yea, vea, nape, nap, hee ſaith 
twiſe pea, and t wiſe nap, that is pea in 
hart, and pea in mouth, nap in hart, and 
nap in mouth. And if men, when that por 
meane truly, will not beleue pou by your 
yea and nay , let them take hede ( ſayth 
15aſyle ) foz they (hall taſte the paine that 
belongeth to the vnbeleners , therefoze it 
is both fooliſh 4 dampnable, wyen a man 
cannot be beleued by yea and nay , withs 
out an othe,becauſe he would be beleued 


doth (weare , The Goſpel ( ſayth Saint 
Jerome) 
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Jerome) permitted no maner of pꝛiuate Icrome, 
othe , becauſe the whole language of a 
Ch:iſten , ſhould be ſo fapthfull, true and 
perfyt,that euery ſentence thereof ſhould 

be able to ſtand fo2 an othe. Uery vnſe&- Ich 
ming is it to Chꝛiſtes ſwoꝛne ſouldiour, Ihn.. 
msze fo regard the darkenes then the 

light, foz the loue that thou beareſt to a 

wozdly vanity (which thou oughteſt not 

ſo much to eſteme) thou wilt take thy 

Loꝛde God to wytnes . And ſo doeſt thou 


thzowe thy ſelfe into double daunger, of- * 


fending alſo in another ctommaüdement, ſwearcth 
fo ſo canſt thou not doo, vnleſſe thou coueteth, 


vayneiy couet. 

And the law ſapth, thou ſhalt not couet: 
Dot thou not couet when thou info2ceſt 
thy ſelfe to \weare foz a woꝛzldlp thing , £ 
fo; a vile creature takeſt God to witnes? 
yea truly dolt thou, and fo; it fo2ſakeſt thy 
Pailter w Judas. Oh to ouermuch vani⸗ 
ty is al the woꝛld gcue vnto. Beſises p is 
ſapd, foꝛ this conſtderation doth Chziſt in⸗ 
hibit thee all maner of pꝛiuate (wearing, 
becauſe thou canſt not do it, without ſome "—_ 8 
diſhonour to his heauenly father. Parke merh. 
the nature of thine othe , when thou doeſt dichonou⸗ 
ſweare, and thou ſhalt well perceyue it, reth God · 

| In 


Ex od. 20. 
Pſalm, 6, 
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Jn the cõmunication, peraduenture thon 
ſayeſt,by God it is true that J haue ſaid, 


Pſalm. 9, oꝛ hy the Koꝛd that made ine it is ſo: Here 


Job. 34. 
and. 36, 


coupleſt thou thy Loꝛd thy God, with thy 
wickednes, and thy he auenlp maker with 
thy ſinne without all reuerence, to ſhifte 
the matter betwene them ſee now how 
woꝛſhiply thou haſt maried him. Beſides 
al this, in takiug God to witnes, thou mas 
keſt him iudge ol the thing to auenge it of 
ther if it be falſe, but in y left point. Thou 
bꝛaggeſt alſo after this ſozte, by my faith 
J wil perfourme, that J haue pꝛomiſed, oz 
by Jeſus Chꝛiſt J wyl do this thing, oz 5 
thing: Marke well this ſhoꝛt ſentence of 
mine, God wil not geue power to any mã 
to do oz perfourme that thing which is not 
done after his woꝛd, & here by an oth cons 
trarp to Gods comaundement doeſt thou 
bind thy ſelf to do that thing which is not 
in thy power to do, neither haſt thou God 
vpõ thy ſide to geue thee ſtrength to do it, 
becauſe it is not done (although it were 
ucuer ſo true) befoze a iudge, which Gods 
woꝛd requireth. And ſo doſt thou loſe thy 
ſaluacton and fredome in Chziſt. With 
hys name ſealeſt thou an obligation to do 


y thing wherby thou art defeated of all 
thing 


| * 
Ii vnto cuſtomable ſwearers. 10 4 
thine inheritaunce. Is this thinkeſt thon WI 1 
a pleaſaunt thing vnto him: Al this ſet a 


| part, it it ſhould chaunce that ſome woꝛld⸗ 
| ly trouth were not in thy wozdes(beſtdes 
| 


conſcience ) thou ſhouldeſt vtterlye bles _ 
milh the opinion of thy faith, and to ſhame 1. Timo,6 
thy Lozd Jeſus , whome thou haſt taken 
to witnes with the, foꝛ thy truth and ho⸗ 
neſty. In this alſo doeſt thou teſtifp, that 
thou beleueſt him to be no righteous God, 
no2 pet a iuoge that wil once befoze al the 
wozld condempne thy ſuttel trade of falls 
hod and hipocrylye. 
Finally, thou makeſt as though God 
were welcontented with thy difſimulatt- 
on, and as though he had a great ſpozf at 
the matter, to ſ& thy crafty conuetaunce, 
and legerdemaine in cöpalling thy Ch21- 
{ten bꝛother oz neighbour to deceiue him 
with an othe,foz whom Ceꝛiſt ſpared not Rom. 14. 
ioũ giue his life, and to beſtowe hys moſt f 
 pzectous bloud. And thus whercſocuer 
thou becõmeſt theſe iin. diſcommodities 
goeth with thee: The holy name of God is Eſay e. 5a. 
diſhonoured , hys Goſpell of ſaluacton . Cor.. 
is confempued, hys ſwete pzomiſes are lohn,s, 
not beleued,noz yet his ſharp thzeatnings Ylalin,1z? 
feared, Where as thou art in place, theſe 
vngeutle 
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bngentfle fraites doeſt thou miniſter and 
none other, to do thy maiſter the deuyll a 
pleaſure with. Such a true ſeruaunt art 
thou vnto him, that wher as thou accoms 
panieſt, Chꝛiſt ſhall haue but diſhonour. 
Conſequentlp, when thou l weareſt vpon 
the Bible oz Goſpel containing the ſcrips⸗ 
fures and woꝛdes of God, thou compareſt 

the truth of the matter, to the truth of 
them, and wouldeſt haue it ſo allowed. 
Then if thou be a lper, thou hartely deſt- 
* reſt him not to accompliſhe vnto thy be⸗ 
| ble, his pzomiſes of mercy therein con⸗ 
| Deut. 28, fained ; But contrarye vnto it, to bzyng 
vpon thee the whole vengeaunce, curſſes, 
and plages therin thꝛeatned, to all vll do⸗ 

ers. When thou ſweareſt by the body ob 

Chꝛiſt, thou greatly diſhonoureſt his glilo | 

riſted nature, including thy whole health, 

tuſfificatton,redemption and attonement 

in God: Ano thou doeſt as much as in thee 

lyeth (like as the holy Doctours conkeſle) 

to plnck him out of heauen with violence, 

and to cruciſie him againe a freſh, When 

thou ſweareſt alſo by the @acraments of 

God (as it is a common othe with thee) 

both the ſwete fruites of thy Baptiſme, 

aud of the holy Supper of the Lozd = 
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thou handle ſo vnreuerentlp, as thou wer 
at deflance with them both. 

In like caſe when thou ſweareſt by any 
creature, as by this ſunne,by this apꝛe, by 
this light, oz by this god day, thou doeſt 
not onely bzcake the commaundement of 
the Loꝛd thy Ood. but alſo thou doeſt bino 
thoſe creatures which he hath pꝛouided 
to ſerue thy needes, to ſcrue thy wycked 
vanitp, rendꝛing him no thanks but blaſ⸗ 
phemy foz his giktes. When thou (wea- 
reſt by other creatures of God, as by thys 
bꝛead, dzink, meate oz ſalt, with ſuch like: 
Doeſt thou any other then blaſpheme the 
geuer of them? Nay ſurely, And beſydes 
that ,thou deũreſt him to auenge them of 

thee if thou Iye. Peraduenture thou wylt 
pet aſke me this queſtion : Pap J then 


hath geuen thee aſtrayght commaunde⸗ 
ment to the contrary , that thou ſhalt not 
ſweare at all, and ſhewed the that if thou 
be his leruaunt, thy communication ſhall 
be none other, but yea, pea, and nay, nay; 
All other (ſapth he) is of eupll. 
Now if thou thinke thy wyt better 2 
| 18, 


ne, wee m 
ſweare no maner of othe foz my paſtime? not — 


Pes, and ifthou wylt in thy paſtime geue fo; our pa⸗ 
thy ſelf whale vnto the deupl. But Chzift tine, 
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his, oꝛ that he is no holeſome teacher foz 

thee, thou maielt do it foz thy pleaſure, and 

go to the deuil koz it, who can let the. Not 

thus cõtented, happely thou wilt yet rea- 

ſon further, ſap: Foz ſo much as 5 know 

wee maye ſ wearing is a blaſphemp, J wyll foz my 
64> hear pleaſure ſweare by the deuill, 92 by an 
up, — Ydoll,to ſpyght them with it. Jam glad 
thon haite once graunted me that ſweas 

ring is a ſpitefull blaſphemy : let it not 

: then defyle thy Chziſtian lippes , neither 
ſpight thy Loꝛde God with it from hence 

fo:th , no2 pet his holy ſaintes and crea⸗ 

tures, conſider firſt that it is thy Chꝛiſten 

dutpe to be no blaſphemer. And next vnto 

this, that God by his expꝛes commaunde⸗ 


Deut. 6. ment hath vtterly toꝛbidden thee that kind 


Exod. 23. of wearing, pou ſhall not ſweare (ſaieth 
your liuing God) by the names of ſkraage 
Gods,netther let any man heare them p20 

Tof cede out of your mouthes. Neither make 
olue. 2. mencion (ſayth Joſue) noꝛ yet ſweare by 
the names of thepꝛ Gods. cc. God will res 

fuſe them fo; his childzen(ſaith Hieremy) 

pea. and vtrerly fozſake the, which lweare 

by them that are no Gods, J will deſtroy 


a Sopho, 1, al them(ſaith God by his pzophet Sopha⸗ 
npe) that ſweare in Pelc hon c. 
Thinke 
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vnto cuſtomable ſwearers. 


Thynke then it is lawfult fo2 thee to 


ſweare by no maner of thing fo2 thy plea 
ſure, neither by heauen no2 earth, deupll 
noꝛ Idole, fo all that is moꝛe the yea and 
nap, is plainlp of wickednes , Dur words 
are the outwarde teſtimonies of our in⸗ 
ward harts: And therefo2e they ought to 
be ſo ſubſtantiall, as to be wozthy beliefe 
without an othe. So ſingle t pure ought 
our lous to be towardes our neighbour in 
our dayly occupying , that no maner of 
craft ſhould be found therein. Damnable 
it were to deceiue our bzother with a lye, 
and much moze damnable to ſeale if with 
a falſe othe. The of the old time thought 
it no fault toſweare in a matter of truth, 
but we haue now a new fcoole Mapſter, 
and ought by his own doctrine to bee no 
longer Babes, but to be much nioze per- 
fect then they were. Nowe there ought 
ſuch bꝛotherly loue to raygne among vs, 
that one ſhould haue no ſtomacke, hart, 
noz deſire to hynder, hurt, oz diſpleaſe an 
other. The eye ſhould ſetic the pꝛofpt of 
the hand, and the hand the commoditie of 
the foote, as members of one bodye in 
Chꝛiſt, the one being careful foz the other. 


The one ſhould be ſo faithful to the go 
that 


we onght 
to be ro1i09 
ger babes. 


The kruits 
ot a ryght 
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A Chriſtian exhortacion 


| that neither ſhuld he nede fo ſweare, noz 
the other neede to put him to an othe. And 
ſurelp, ther is no oth made betwene neigh 
| | bour and netghbour , but one ofthem , 02 
| both offendeth deadly, And it is he that 
| heareth the truth, 4 wyll not beleue him 
| without an othe , t ſo compelleth him to 
(weare :02els the other, that without all 
occaſion infoꝛceth hym ſelfe lyghtlye to 
[weare, oꝛ both foz company ſake. 

Eccleſ,2z, Culkomable ſwearing is very daunge- 
rous, though we dpd not lye at all, foz ſo⸗ 
much as it doth dep2tue the name of the 

Lo2d ok his due reuerence and feare . And 
Proue. 10 ſo much vanity of woꝛdes is in our dayly 
commoning and occupying that we haue 

one with another, that we cannot chu ſe 

but lye in many thinges , Which to cons 

firme with an othe, though we intend no 

fraud, is to fake the holy name of God in 

vapne, and vnreuerently to vle it againſt 

the lecond commaũdement. If it be dams 

nable of it ſelfe to lye of purpoſe to de⸗ 

teiue, how much moꝛe damnable is it thẽ, 


blaſphemouſly to couler it with the name 


pf God, beſides the calling vnto him foz 
ſwift vengeaunce vpon our own ſelues 
fo; ſo doing? Truly we litle know what 
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 chary, Stoned was he by the law 5 blal⸗ 


vnto cuftomable ſwearers. 


we do in ſuch cuſtomable wearing. Ther 
foꝛe atcount we it neceſſary to admomſh 
you pet further as concerning pour p2t- 
nate [wearing , Foz acco2ding vnto that 
is ſapd afo2e , Jelus the ſonne of Spꝛach 
willeth vs (which w2ote the boke of K- 
cleſiaſticus) that we ſhouldin no caſe at⸗ Eccleſ. 23. 
cuſtome our ſetues in ſwearing, leaſt we Soph.14, 
fall into moze veepe inconueniences, and 
ſo taſte the plages belonging thereunto. 
Foz of cuſtomable ſwearyng commeth 
the damaable vice of periurp. 

Jfa man ſhal vſe commonly to ſweare, 
be cannot chuſe, but many times damna⸗ 
bly foꝛſweare him ſelf, As he that cuſtom⸗ 
ably ſmitetb, ſomtime he ſhall ſmite vnto 
death. Chat a man hath in cuſtome, hee 
ſhall do at all times, but he ſhall not at all 
times refraine it. What the fearfull ſens 
tence of God is againſt ſwearers, p ſcrip- > 
tures plainly ſhew. The Loz0d(ſaith Po⸗ Fx cut nh 
ſes) wyl not hold him giltles that taketh wa we 
his name in vayne . The man that-victh =<<*© +23» 
much ſwearing (ſaith geſus Spꝛach) ſhal 
he ful of iniquity, 4 neuer ſhall the plage 
depart from his houſe, Al theenes t ſwea⸗ 
rers are vnder onecurfſe of God after Za 


C.j. phemed 


A Chriſtian exhorracion 


Zacha. 6, Phemed the name of the Lozd in Iſrael. 
It the plage goeth neuer fro them which 


Let, 24 are continuall ſwearers , how can it go 
Homili from them that are continuall periurers: 
go! Tell vnto me my friende ( ſapth John 
A1. 1 Chꝛiſoſtom) what doeſt thou pzofit by thy 
anew. wearing? 4fthine adnerſary ſhuld think 
thee to ſweare a right, hee would neuer 
compel the to it, But becauſe he thinketh 

thee therbp to become a periurer, therfo:e 
enfo;ccth he the to an oth. Seldome hath 

An obiec⸗ the pꝛiuate othe a good concluſion , But 
tion. happelp thou wylt lap: J cannot ſell my 
wares vnleſſe J do lweare, o2 my debter 

beleueth me not, vnleſſe J make hym an 

Math. 6, othe. Wherennto { anſwer : Rather be 
Luke. iz. contented to haue thy wares vaſold, and 
The ſoult fg loſe thy money, then thy ſaluation in 
es Chziſt. Keaſon fapthkullp with thy con- 
lohn. 5. lcience, and let thy ſoule be moze deare 
and. 17. unt th, then thy cozruptible ſubſtance. 
; Foz2 though thou loſe part of thy ſubſtace, 

pet maylt thou lyue: but ifthou loſe God, 

thou canlt not tyue. A greater rewarde 

ſhalt thou haue fo; loſing of it in the fcare 

| of God, then if thou hadveit geuen it in 

2. Tim. 2. almes. Foz that is done with paine fo2 þ 
Apoc. 2, loue of þ Lozd, requireth a moze wozthy 
crowne, 
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vnto cuſtomable ſwearers. 
crobone, then that is done without paine. 
Pozeouer, J councell the as my friend 
(ſaith Cyꝛiſoſtom) if pᷣ be a true chziſtian, 
that thou neuer compel any other man to 
ſweare: Foz whether he ſweareth ryght 
oꝛ wꝛong, thou art not without daunger 
afoze God, conſideriug that Chꝛiſt( whoſe 
ſeruanty oughteſt to ve) hath geuen thee 
here a ſozecomaundement to pd contrary, 


Chriſoſt. 
homi. 44 


Beſides p, though his oth wer true, pet is 2 great 


not thy conſcience cleare fro periurp, foz daunger to 


ſomuch as the matter being doubtful vn- 
to thee, y putteſt him to the danger therof 
Andifit were falſe, then haſt p cnfozced 
him to periurp, t ſo fo2 lacke of Chʒiſtian 
charitp, loſt both his ſoule x thine own,foz 
whom Chztilt ſuffered his death. Mozle 
is he (ſaith S. Auſten) then an homicide , 
thatcompelleth a man to ſweare, whom 
be knoweth to foz\weare him ſelfe , Foz 
the homicide lleaeth but the body, where 
as he ſleaeth the ſoule,yea two ſoules ras 
ther. That is toſay, bis ſoule whom hee 
compelled to ſweare, and his own ſoule, 
fo2 ſo coinpellyng him. 

D vndiſcrite perſon, what ſo euer thou 
art p compelleſt another man to ſweare, 
lytle knowelſt thou what y doeſt therby, 

C.y, much 


weare. 


Deſerms 
ne domi. 
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A Chriſtian exhortacion 


| Chriſoſt, much moze is it to his pꝛoſit then to thine, 
| vbiorins F92 that periurp is to his lucre, t to thy | 
| P loſſe: Foꝛ he hath the money , nothing re⸗ 
| maining vnto thee,but thy part in the per 
| iurp, with the curſe and plage therok. He 
] that careth not ta lye, regardeth as little 
to foꝛſweare him ſelf, And lyke as ye that 
lpeth offendeth ſoꝛe the verity , ſo doth he 
that is periured foꝛſake both God and all 
v <1; Lodlynes. Thus are the comaundements 
5 nealected,and neither Godnoz our neigh⸗ 
kwcaring. boz regarded. No maruel therfoze though 
| the Loꝛd knowyng our infirmity, + how 
[ ſwilt we are to caſt away our ſoules, dyd 
Gregori firſt inhibit vs periurp, and then al maner 
us 111 ho- of ſwearyng , Me hath fozbydden ſwea- 
3 mil. qua- ring (ſapth Sapnt Gregoꝛpe) that wee 
dain, ' ſhould the moze eaſely auopde all maner 
pl occaſion of periurpe. Gee that feareth 
God, without an othe conkelleth the veri⸗ 
tye ; Ve that feareth hym not, wyll not 
without an othe conkelle it. 
The Pꝛie Ve therfoze that doubteth not to vzeake 
ſtes. Gods cõmaunde ment in ſwearing, doub⸗ 
teth not to foꝛſweare him ſelfe foꝛ aduaũ⸗ 
Chriſoſt. tage. Taue heave alſo (ſaith Chziſoſtom) 
nus, pou that wyll be reckoned foz ſpirituall 
men; Uery ſwift ye are to offer the ſacred 
Goſpel ) 


| 


—— * 


N vnto cuſtomable ſwearers. 


Goſpel vnto them that ſweare, where as 
ye ought to teach the contrarp. It a man 
map not (ſapth Ozigene) in euerp light 
matter ſweare, no moꝛe may they 5 haue 
authozity, fo2 every light matter compell 
a man to ſweare . Yow can pou be clears 
from pertury,that miniſters the occaſion? 
Map he that beareth fire to the burning of 
an houſe be fre from the burnyng ok 1t? 
Oz he fcom the laughter of a man,} bꝛin 
geth the weapon wherwith he is layne? 
Nay ſurelp. But he that geueth occaſion 
to periurpe, muſt n&des be a partner in 
the ſame, Withd2aw the fire , and there 
ſhall be no burnpng. Conucy away the 
ſwoꝛd, and ther ſhall be no murther com- 
mitted , Sequeſter ſwearing, e ther ſhall 
be no periurp. Oft ſwearing (ſaith Judo- Lib.2,ſo- 
rus) bꝛingeth man to an vſe,and that vſe 1110quio- 
leadeth to a cuſtome , which bꝛingeth in rum, 
periury. Noneede hath the veritp of an 
oth, wher the pꝛomis is faithful and ſure, 
All tbis is ſpoken foz them that lweare To ſweare 
by the Loꝛd temeroufly: Puch moze exe- 2? 0702 
crable is the wickednes of them p ſweare : 
by the creatures, and moze greeuous the [crem, 5, 
offence, then of them that lweare by him 
onely. Foz heauen, earth, the elementes 
C. iu. and 
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5 $2 A Chriſtian exhortacion 


Deut. 32, Andrreatures hath he made fo ſerue him 
Colo. in mans occuptyng, e not that men ſhuld 
Deur 5, [weare by them. Jn the lawe is it allo 
*.* ftratghtlycomaunyeo, that none ſhuld bs 
taken to witnes in the truth, but God the 

authoz of al truth.Þe therkoze p (weareth 

bp heauen, by earth, oꝛ by any other thing 

els, he maketh it equal to the verity, ⁊᷑ ſo 

aloweth it foz his God, Fo2 of no leſſe va⸗ 

lue map v thing be that is taken to wyt- 

lcrem . f. nes, then ts the verity it ſelle which ſtan- 
deth in trial. A ſhameful idolater therfoze 
Idolatry. becometh he, that taketh any other thing 
then God to witnes in the veritpe, yea 

though it be neuer ſo true phe ſweareth, 

Foz he perfourmeth not vnto the Loꝛd 

his othe, but vnto the elements and crea⸗ 

tures, and ſo ſynneth double, Firſt he ol⸗ 

fendeth in bzeaking the comaundement, 

ſecondly in that hee maketh a god of that 

. _, beſwearethby, This cauſed S. Jerom to 
Hieroni- ſay in his comentary vpon S. Pathewes 
| mus {up Goſpel, that our Sauiour dyd not inhibit 
Math. « wearing by God befoze a Judge, ſo that 

it were in a faithful cauſe, but by heauen 
and earth , by Jeruſalem, and our head, 
with ſuch lyke, Foz it was graunted to 
the people in Poyſes law (oz a rule; -_ 

| 5 | pke 
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vnto cuſtomable ſwearers. 


their ſacrifices vnto God, becauſe they 
ſhould not offer them to idols, ſo wer they 
permitted to ſweare by the Loꝛd God. Be⸗ 
cauſe it was thought better foz them to 
geue their faith (which is therein requi⸗ 
red) vnto God, then vnto deuils. Fo2 the 
Je wes vpõ a.cozrupt cuſtome, were much 
geuen to ſwearing by the elementes. 
Conſider therefoze that it was not fo: 
nought that Chꝛiſt commaunded you net- 
ther toſweare by heauen noꝛ earth, citpe 


no: temple , noꝛ yet by the heere of your 


owne heades, Where as the biſhops and To twrare 
ſpirituall lawes ſytteth in Conſiſtozy, a vpon the 
ſmall matter is it reckened to ſweare by Golpell 
the Loꝛd, and therefoꝛe tompell they men boost. 


to ſweare by the Goſpell as by an higher 
thing, as though the creature were aboue 
the creato2 ., Not vnlike tothe Phariſes, 
which eſteemed the gold offred in the tem⸗ 
ple much greater then the temple p ſanct 
fied the golde, and the offering vppon the 
alter much better then the aulter y ſancs 
tified the offring. In this pꝛoue they them 


ſelues not onely blinde, but alſo blynde Math, ij. 
Puche moꝛe pal⸗Plulip. 3. 


leaders of the bliude. 
ſeth thoſe bealtly bellye Gods vpon the 
C. iii. keeding 


ipke as they were commaunded fo offer 


Math. 5. 


and. 23. 


Gulthel- 
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A Chriltian exhortacion 


feeding of their wꝛetched bodies,the vpon 
God which is d life of their ſoules, Their 
Paſſes t mony ſacrifices are p cauſe why 
they eſteeme an oth made vpo the Goſpel 

boke,to be far aboue that othe which is 

made vpon the eternall God, and not the 

peritp, which the Goſpel contapneth. 

Homil. O wzetcheo idiots (ſaith Chꝛiſoſtome) 
4% ſuper the ſcriptures are oꝛdayned foz God , and 
Math. not God foz the ſcriptures. Greater is the 
Loꝛd that ſanctifieth the Goſpcl, then the 

Goſpel that is ofthe Lozd ſanctificd . The 
Turkes oꝛ Pahometanes (whom we recs 
ken to be a very execrable ſect) hath the 
holy name of God in ſuch reuerente, that 
they neuer ſweare by it, vnlelle they be 
by moſt vrgent neceſſity compelled. Nets 
ther commit they the adminiſtration of 
their common wealthes to any man who 
they know to be a lwearer, be he neuer ſo 
ritch, valiaunt, wiſe, learned, couragious, 
o2 of noble byꝛth. Bow that matter paſs 
ſeth among vs Chꝛiſtians, all the wozld 
knoweth, yea, though we ſay nothing of 
the periurp, which dayly raigneth among 
vs to far and to bzoade , And ſarely thys 
dare J be bold to ſay, that all we know it 
1s contrary to the commaundement, wyl, 
1 and 


mus tri- 
politanus 
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vnto cuſtomable ſwearetrs. 


and pleaſure of God, pet doth the moſte 
part of vs commit it. | 

And they that do it not, are not once mo⸗ 1,Cor,s, 
ued wyth pitie (as it would become all Hebr. 4. 
Chziſten men) ſeing their bꝛethꝛen ſo pe⸗ 
riſh, oꝛ to ſe a lawfull and charitable res 
dꝛes fo2 it. They alſo which haue p lawes 
in gouernance, and vnto whom the iudge⸗ 
ments are committed, ſæke not by hard Johannes 
coꝛrections the amendement of it, but eue- Saliſburi 
ry wher it raigneth vnpuniſhed. A very ẽſis in po 
light matter is ſwearing accounted now l1icratico, 
adates in euerp mans mouth, lye t low, 
ritch and poze, ruler andcomoner , pꝛieſt 21 — 
and clarke, woman and child, to the vtter palphemp 
contempt of God. If thep be in daliaunce, | 
play t [pozt, nothing ſeemeth vnto them Peclc. 27, 
picaſaunt, freſh , oꝛ any thing wozth , no⸗ 
thing chereful oꝛ iyt to be laughed at, vn- 
les the comuntcation be mixed with the 
blaiphemye of Gods name. 4f a matter 
ſhail be reaſoned, oꝛ a ſtozy rehcarſed in a 
companp, the tale ſhall lack his due circũ⸗ 
ſtance, vnles it be garniſhed with othes. 

Among the ruffelyng Kutters and Ga⸗ {dem loi 
lantes ofthe wozid is not he reckoned fo2 nes de nu 
a man of noble blond, that cannot ſweare $'5 cu11a- 
by heauen,by the elements,by the * num. 
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A Chriſtian exhortacion 


Fine toun ok God, by the woundes, blond, croſfe, in 
ges. caery aſſembly, and in enery place he co- 
1 meth in. This is the cõmon rethozik, the 
floziſhing maner of ſpeaking, the cleane, 
fine, pure, and beutpfull language ot our 
baptiſed bꝛod, of our holy chziſten cõmi⸗ 
naltie, both in Lo2ds houſes and Biſhops 
houſes , moꝛe lyke Bedlem beaſtes then 
Chꝛiſtians, yea moꝛe lyke diuels of hell, 
then men of reaſon ⁊ grace. No fault fyns 
Petrus Deth our papiſticall Pzelates in this, noz 
Bleſenſis bꝛeake of Chꝛiſtian religion, no moze the 
they doo in their daply hauntyng of ths 

ſte wes, & other ſhamefull abominations. 

Papiſttcal But thele they releaſe w their maſſe ſay- 
Wilyops. ings foz monp. Fo2 them » rede the ſcrip⸗ 
p fares they can finde out greeuous puniſh⸗ 
ments, but not foz theſe enoꝛmious exceſs 

ſes, This pꝛeſũptuous ſacrilege, this wic 

ked knauerp, this malignant milchiefe as 

gainſt God offendeth them nothing at all. 

Math 16 The Jewes fare their garments cuſto⸗ 
Mo 1.10: mably when they heard Gods name blal⸗ 
—— phemed: But who among vs ſheweth a⸗ 
of garmers Ny maner ol token that be is once but diſ⸗ 
contented with it? UWher are thoſe godly 

lawes become that were wont to behead 


the plaſphemer , oz els to ſtone him vnts 
death: 


——— — — — — — 
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vnto cuſtomable ſwearers. 


death ? Wher are the epitomes, pandects 


527 * 3 The ſwes 
t inſtitutes of Juſtinian the Emperour p Hos be 


would ſuffer no ſuch offences remayn vn headed, 
puniſhed? Where are the ſtatutes ropall 

that king Yeary þ fift made alſo fo2 ſwea- V Valde- 
rers within his own palace? That if hee 1? in quo 
were a Duke that did ſweare , he ſhould dam Ser- 
fo2fet foz euery time. xl.s.to the apding of mone, 
poie peopls. If he were a Lozd oz Baron 

xx. s. i he were a knight oz a Dquire.r.s, 

Af he were a peoman. xl. d. If he were a 

page, a lackep, oꝛ a llaue, to be ſcourged 

naked either with a rod, oꝛ els a whyp, Al 

this is now fozgotten and gone. 

The old Philoſophers abhozred y blaſ- The Phi⸗ 
phemy of God, the Poetes and Oꝛatours uind 
thought the woꝛthy of great puniſhmets, ſwearpng. 
and we thinke nothing lelle. Cicero wyl⸗ | 
led p neither ſwearing , noꝛ pzomis made Cicero in 
by othe ſhould be vſed , foꝛ feare of periu- Ii. de Off. 
ry. Dweare in no wiſe(ſatth Periander) 
if thou canſt by any meanes atopd it, Af 
thou bee wyle (ſaptb Phocylides ) thou 
ſhalt not ſweare with thy wil,though the 
cauſe be neuer ſo god. If the matter licth 
ſo (ſaith Pythagozas) y tyou muſt nedes 
[weare,do it with great reverence , Per- 
tury (layth Penander) can neuer * 
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from God, Therfoꝛe rather loſe thy mat⸗ 
Tibullus ter then ſweare. Foz of hydden periurpe 
ub. n. ele- (ſaith Tibullus) wyl a miſchife folow ei⸗ 
ther at one time oz other. Sd what a daũ⸗ 
gerous matter the pꝛophane philcſophers 
accoũted ſwearing 5 neuer knew Ch2ilt, 
and we account it nothing at all. They avs 
hoꝛred the wickedneſle of it , and we take 
it foꝛ a mery paſtime, 

Men can ſeeke out penalties, and make 
Quotidi- new conſtitucions fo2 them that labour 
diana cx- fo knowe God, and fo lpue after hys 
periccfa, la wes, but foz them that ſpytefully abuſe 


21a, 


the name andglozy of God, we can kynd 


nonc at all. And no merucile conſide⸗ 
ring we are the right ſwozne childzen of 
perturye , Who hath ſo largely bene per⸗ 
tured as pꝛelates, Pꝛieſtes, and religions: 


which at the receiuing of their popilh de⸗ 


ares hath foꝛzſwoꝛne the veritp of God, 

John. 4 whom in vaptiſme they faithfully pzomi- 
Galath, 6 ſed to ſtand by againſt all the Demls in 
hhells pea, bzing their lawes, doctrines and 
Sods woz doinges vnto the touche ſtone ( which is 
4 — Gods woꝛd) and thou ſhalt finde that they 
aithinges. labonre nothing cls but the bꝛeaking of 
that pꝛomis. How vnreuerently they haue 

vſed their oth of allegeance to their jP21n- 

| ces and 


TR 
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ces and magiſtrates: J thinke the croni- 

cles keepeth not in ſplence. 

1 Chen Paſchalis the byſhop of Rome 
had ſwozne to be true vnto Venrye the 
fourth Empergur, he gaue him ther vpon 
a wziting which contained alſo the inue⸗ 
ſtiture of Pꝛelates. Not longe affer that, 
when he ſaw bis time, he called in Rome 
a general ſpnode, wher as he by counſoll 
of his ſpirituall ſozcerers bzeaking both 
othe and pztailedge,dtd excomunicate the 

god Emperour, raiſed vp his ſon againſt 

him, depoſed him, empꝛiſoned him, and fl⸗ 
nally cauſed his body to be taken out of 
the groud at Keodium, and in a pꝛophane 

place to be buried: yca,attcr his death the 

lonne (whom he made to perſecute the 

father) dio he alſo excommunicate, and 

| greuoufly vere. A lyke tragedye we haue 
of Fredericus Bazbarolla , whem he made Abbas 

his foteſfole at Uems 1n the Church of 2 > oh 

S. Marke, in the ſyght of the whole inul- ger:tis ju 

titude tothe rudiculous ſhame 4 rebuke cronc1s, 

of all the wonde. The next day after he 

made him to holde his ſty2ope and lyke a 

page to waite vpon his mutile. 

Serch the hiſtoꝛies alſo fo2 thoſe times 

in the which the holpe Biſhops of Rome 
allop⸗ 


Ranul— | Ml , 
phus Ces | 
{trenhis 
in poly- 
Cronica, 
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Gaggin?, acopled the people from the obevience of 
Platina, their lawiſull kings: As Zachary the firſt 
& Poly⸗ which alloiled the French men from their 
dorus. othe to king Yilderick : Df Yonoztus the | 
| third, x John.rry.aſſoiling the Germanes | 
| from their lawful Emperours: Df Jnnos 
| cent the third aſſoylyng our Engliſh men 
| ol their true allegiaunce from their good 
| king John, and ſuch other, to many to be 
rehearced,and pe ſhal finde wonders cons 
„. Ccerning that matter. Gildas, one of the | 
| Gildas iu moſt auncient wiitersofthisnatio,much | 
3 wth excidio lamented the ſtithp behautonr, ſwearing 
£ Br am, and periurp of hys country men the Bꝛi⸗ 
Zupnſt ea: tanes. King Jue, kyng Alkride, king Ed- 
ſtomable Warde and diuers other, made laudable 
Cwearcrs. conſtitucions of penalties wythin thys 4 
| realme concerning the ſame. 6 
King Edmond made this law, that then 
Boctius which were pꝛoued once falſly foꝛſwoꝛne 
in hiſto- {Would foz euer be ſeperated from Gods 
> actos Congregation , Donaldus the kyng of | 
e Scots made this at within his land, that 
* all periurers and comon ſwearers ſhould 
haus their lips ſeared with a burning hot 
Y20n . Which law ſaynt Lodowpck king 
of Fraunce put once in executid at Paris 
vpon a Citizen ther, foz blaſpheming the 
name ö 


Hector 
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name of Chꝛiſt, to the example of other, x A p2octs- 
ſo cauſed it to be pzoclaymed thzoughout mat 2 
his realme,fo2 a general puniſhment, zryng. 
Philip Earle of Flaunders made this Jacobus 
conſtitucion within his earledome, in an- \1,yerus 
no. 17 S. that he that did foz[weare him jn Com 
ſelfe, ſhould loſe his life and goods. Item cis. | 
Philyp the kyng of Fraunce, whom ſo e- x1qqrie, | 
ucr he perceyued, that either in Tauern, 
02 any where els, yea although he were Vincenti 
a great man of dignitie, that dyd blaſ- „ in ſpe 
pheme the name of God, hee ſhould bee uo hi- 
dzowned . And cauſed a ſtrong ad to be „ali. 
made of it a litle befoze his death, and left 
it vnto his ſucceſſoꝛs. Alſo Joſephus hys Ioſedh 
councel is this: That he which blaſphe- 11 us 
meth,ſhould be ſtoned, and then hanged lib ant. 
vp by the ſpace of one day, and ſo taken cap. 6. 
dobone and buryed, without all maner of 
honour . Paxinilitanus the Emperour, In para- 
made allo a decræ, that whatſoeuer hee 1;pgmena 
was that was a common ſwearer ſhould cru me- 
fo2 the firft time joſe a mark, t if he were morabi⸗ 
not content with that, he ſhould loſe hys ium. 
head, which act he x the ſtates of the Em⸗ 
pire comaunded to be publiſhed ity. ftinics 
in the peare,at Caſter, Whitſlontide, Ats 
ſumption of our Lady, and at Chzilt _ 
n 
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In cerfaine regions are pet to this day 
othes ſo reſtrained, that whatſoeuer he be 
. that ſweareth, he ſhall eyther loſe a fing- 

; Ler, an eare, oz els his toung. Foz petury 
was the noble city of Trope loſt, as wit⸗ 
neſſcth not onelp Utrgyle with other pꝛo⸗ 

Many ct- phane auco2s, but alſo S. Auſtine in his 
ties haue third boke and ſecond Chapter de ciuitate 
Meme toz 91 » and fo hath many other Cyties cls. 
veriury, Tullius Cicero hath in his fy2kt boke de 
officiis that Parcus regulus a Romaine. 
15 and a Pagane regarded ſo much an othe 
that he once made, that he had rather to 
thzow him lelfe into moſt miſerable caps 
ftuify and cruel death of his enemies, then 
to bzeake it, ⁊ ſo to become a periurer. S. 

Idem Au | Lie 4. 
guſtinus. Auſtine affirming the ſame alſo in his 
firft boke. and xv. Chapter, de ciuitate dei. 
| A woderfu! narration hath \.Gzegozy in 
the fourth bake of his dialoges, of a child 
of. v. peares ok age being in his fathers 
armes poſſeſſed of a ocuill ſoz (wearing 
and blaſpheming the name of God. Be⸗ 
ſides the terrible examples of the ſcripture 


"—_ — ea, —— 
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in NRemroth, O jarao, Hieroboam, Senna⸗ 


cherib, Benedab, achab, 2abachodonoſlo;, 
Voloferncs, Anticchus, ſaicanoꝛ, Yerode 
and ſuch like Che lonne of the Alraelitiſh 

widow 
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widow was fo2 blaſpheming of the name Leuit, 24 
of God ſtoned vnto death in the deſart. The blaſ- 
Foz blaſphemy, of the ſeruaunts of De- —＋ : 
nacherib the king of the Aſſirians did the : 
Angell ofthe Lo2d flea an hundꝛeth and , Reg. 9 
iu. ſcoꝛe thouſand ot his hoſt. The wicked 4. Res 
Quene Jeſabell was fo2 the ſame vice *© 
thꝛowne out of a window trodden vpon 
with hoꝛſes, and had her fleſh deuoured of 
dogges. Herodes Antipas foz beheading 
John baptiſt to perfoꝛme his wicked oth, 
was exiled into Lyons, and ther departed 
in moſt miſerable penury . Jn ſwearing Mark. 9. 
did Peter both deny and fozſake his Lo23 
and Paiſter Jeſus Ch;iſt . Conſider by 
thele and other lpke examples what the 
abhominacion of ſwearing is, and what 
vengeaunce of the Lo2d hangeth ouer it. 

The Scitheans and Partheans with 
other Heathen people had lawes againit 
lying and ſwearing, whom they would in 
no wile diſobey. We haue the great tom ⸗ 
maundement of God with the Goſpell df Exod. 20 
Jeſus Chꝛiſt, which are lawes far paſſing Leuit. 9. 
their lawes. What denil of hel ſhall bold Nach. 5, 
vs back moze then them, that we ſhal not 
regard them? If we haue a Lo2ve God 
which created all at the beginning, and 

D.. now 


Mark. 6. 
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Pſal. io. 


Iohn. z. 


John. iz. 
Judith, 8. 


Deut. 5. 
Exod. 20. 


Eccle ,23, 


woꝛd, wh do we not both bears him, bes 
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now gouerneth all to our behoue , It we 
haue a father which hath loned vs,aChzift 
which hath redermed vs, an holy Ghoff 
which daily comfozteth vs , where 1s the 
fapthkull obedience we owe them? xf 
be be our God, why do we not feare him. 
Ik he be our heauenly Lozd , hp do we 
not honour him: Jfhe be our father, why 
do we not hartely loue him; It be be omni⸗ 
potent, why do we not reuerence him 2 If 
he be wiſe, why do we not learne of him? 
Ik he be inſt ofhis pzomiſe,and true of his 


leue him, and folow him? If he be a mats 
ſter, why do we not ſerue him? yea , why 
do we not once amend, at his moſt fearful 
thꝛeatnings: Is it in the goſpel earneſtly 
ſpoken vnto vs Chꝛiſtians, oz vnto dead 
ſtones: Let your communication be, yea, 
yea, and nay, nay : Whatſoeuer is moꝛe 
then that, it commeth of the very deuil: 
Not vnto a rotten poſt, noz pet vuto a 
dumme beaft was it ſayd; Thou ſhalt not 
vſurpe the name of the Loꝛd God in vain. 
Foz the Lo2d wil not hold him giltles that 
blaſphemeth his name , The plage ſhall 
not depart from the houſe ofthe ſwearer: 
But it was ſpoken vnto vs, to whom — 
d 
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bath neuen reaſon, diſcretion, remtbꝛance 
vnderſtanding, wyt, conſcience, faith, and 
grace, if we wyll apply our ſelues to the 
occupping of them. A man that were in 

trauers of land, £ ſhould loſe it vnles he 

told his tale wiſely, would take god herde 

vnto his wozds rather then he would loſe 

it. And we foz loſing our ſoules (which 

chziſt to witnes, are much moze pꝛecious) 

will take no hede at all, but thzough our Math. 6. 
blaſphemous language t daily ſwearing Luke. 12. 
ſuffer al to go to nought. We much mar⸗ 

ueile many times p the Lo2d dothpuniſh 

vs with dearth, war, peſtilence, and cruel Dearth, 
bexatton of tiraunts: But we ought much — 
mozs to maruaile that heauen raineth not Veutlence. 
wild fire and bzimftone vpon vs as vpon 

Sodome and Gomozre,and that the earth Gene. 19. 
openeth not vpon vs, and ſwalow vs in Num. 16, 
with Choze, Dathan, and Abtron , foz ſo 
vnreuerently vſing the name of God with 

our outraging toungs, as the filthy myꝛe 

in the ſfretes that we ſpurne fozth with 
our fœte. Oh how could the Lozd ſuffer Pſalm. 85 
ſuch iniurpe, were he not eternally mer- lohel,2, 
cyfull , how could he pactently beare it, 

were he not gracious, pityfall, long ſuf- 

fering , and ready to pardon wickednes? 
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Such contmuall fwearers may well be 

Mach is, FOMPpare® vnto thoſe ſpightfull toꝛmen⸗ 

Mat.19, tours that ſpatled in Chziſtes fate, that 

Mark, 14 mocked him with a rede, crowned with 
thoꝛne, ano ſaluted him wyth Aucrabbi, 

Not vnlike alſo are they vnto thoſe pꝛat⸗ 

Luke, 23, lyng. Jewes and ſco2nefull hypocrites, 

Math,27, pꝛieſts and Phariſeis , that went vp and 

down by the crofſſe when Chꝛiſt did hang 

vpon it, becking w their heades, and caſt⸗ 

ing abꝛod their armes, thinking that he 

could not do ſo much as once ſane himſelf, 

Lo2d geue them repentance with grace 

-* once to deteſt that abhominable vice, and 

51 . not with Pharao to haue their hartes ſo 

Pſalm,135 hardened that they finally periſh in the 

red ſea. A familiar example haue Jred in 

Tohannes à boke called preceptor:um Ioannis Beets 

Beets in Whom wich they had in daply remem⸗ 

recepto bꝛaunce, faʒ one naturall pzoperty in it ot 

P 
5 the chitde towards his Father. Acertaine 


noprfee [nam there at as (ſaitq he) that ſuppoſed by 


ref his wife to haue had thx ſonnes Upon a 


258. day as they chaunced to vary , ſhe caſt in 
| his tath that there was but one of them 
his owne , And which was he, ſhe would 

neuer tell him vnto the very death . It 


chaunced this man as his time was _ 
0 


in remembꝛaunce the wiſe fact of Dalomo z** 
concerning ths two women which ſtroue plen. 7 
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fo depart. from the woꝛzlde, hee bequea⸗ 
thed vnto this bnknowen ſonne of hys 
all his landes aud gods , As this matter 
came befoze the law , the iudge anon had 


Regi.3, 


Foz a childe, and thougbt to vſe with theſe 

th2& pong men cõtending foꝛ the heritage 
a like policy. Firſt he cauſed their dead fa⸗ 
ther to be tyed vp hard vato a poſt, t then 
commaunded them toſhote earneſtly at 

bim. Pꝛomiſing that he which moſt deepe- 

ly pearſedinto his fleſh, ſhould haue ren⸗ 

dered vnto him the patrimony. The ty:ſt- 

-and the ſecond did ſhoote, the thyꝛd abhoꝛ⸗ 

ring it as a thing moſt vnnaturall, would 
in no caſe do it, but ſoze rebuked his bꝛe⸗ T1 Wen 
thꝛen foꝛ ſo doing. Andſayd: he had much of 3 
rather to loſe it, then to do To vncomelp is Wonder 
An act. But this was iudged the naturall full and ſe⸗ 
ſonne of that man, and ſo enioped the in⸗rete. 
heritaunce at᷑ his father. like iudgement | 
is to be had of theſe newe crucifyers of Hebr.6, 
Chzilt,as the Doctours do call them. No Apoc. , 
naturall childzen of God are they,regenc- 

rate of the ſpirit, but very baſtards, boꝛne 

of fleſh and blond, Not the childzen of p20- 

miſe they are with Jſaac , bat the carnall 

| D. i. childzen 


- 
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Galath, 4 childzen of bondage with Almael to who 
8 belongeth none heritage in Chziſt. Theſe 
cnc. 2. pe no naturall pointes of a louing ſonne to 
The truts bufket and beate his father, oz tu teare the 
of bataras fleſh from his bones, Co name him in his 
moſte anger and ſpyght, oz to ſpyt hym 
ont of his mouth with crueity and venge⸗ 
aunce. But they are the frutes ot an vn⸗ 
reaſonable beaſt, of an outragious wod 
dog, sofa furious ſerpent,of an impe ot hel, 

and a very lymme of the deuill. 
Gene. 9. Cham did no moze but diſcouer the pꝛe⸗ 
The e uy parts of his father, and became both ac- 
Gods com curſed foꝛ it, and alſo of a fre child à bound 
maunde⸗ ſeruaunt foz euer, both in himſelfe, and al- 
— hh ſo in his poſterity , What thinke ye then 
acuried. remaineth vnto them, which in their daily 
language greatly doth diſhonour, vnreue⸗ 
rently ſcozne,anv with moſt ſpitefull cru⸗ 
Heb.6, elnes blaſphemeth their Lozd God, whom 
2.Pet,2, they ought not to think vpõ without feare 
Iude. 1. non pet once to name without reuerence 
and trembling, his Omnipotent maieſty 
conſider. Nothing ſo much doth aur finnes 
Ephe.2, diſpleaſe God ( conſydering we are ſyn⸗ 
Zacha. 5. ners of very nature) as doth our wilfull 
continuance and wel trying in them. Dux 
bould contumacpe, and ſturdy pꝛeſump⸗ 
tuouſnes 


-raſhe runninge all at large , at "they? 


.milchiefe , ſwozde, ſnare, and pꝛyde be 


yntO Cuſtomable ſwearers. 


tuouſnes are the things that moſt diſcon⸗ 
tenteth him . When he calleth jvs by his 
pzeachers, we repent not. When he gra- 1 
ciouſly admoniſheth vs by his warnings, 116. 4 4. 
we amende not. But ſtyll multiply our Toh d. if 
wickednes, eſteeming ſynne as nothing, ? 
and liuing as we had no God of righte- 
ouſnes, 
Dh , let vs once be admoniſhed by the 
Apoſtels and P;ophetes , the vafayned 
mellengers of the Lozde, that we may 1 
with Dauid , Zacheus , Pagdalene, 2, Reg. 12. 
and Peter earneſtly repente from the Luke. ig. 
hart , Let vs leaue one tyme oz other John. 2. 
this wanton courſe of contempt , thys Math. 26 {| 1 


ö 
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wholſome warninges, leaſt our owne 


oure confuſyon „ as they were the vtter 
confuſpon of Cain, Saule, Judas, and 
the pꝛoude blaſphemere Symon Mas 
gus , Thou wylt peraduenture ſay vn- 
to me, J knowe the vice of ſwearing is © 
dampnable , and glade J woulde be to 5M 
leaue it. But very harde it is to go from 3 cuſom 
that is bꝛerd by the bone. A ſoze matter ts — | i 
is it to plucke awape, that hath beene bee. 
A out of youth, and that bath taken 

D.ity, rote 


Gene. 4. 
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rote of ſo long continuaunce. Therefo2e 
ſhew me ſome couenient remedies, Take 
| theſe poze counlels,ifal other faile. Pꝛaꝝ 

lacob. 5. fyzſt feruentip vnto God. 
Hzech. u. Deſpꝛe him to take from the that hard 
and. 36. ſtonp hart, and to geue ther an hart moze 
meeke and gentle, Intreate him to make 
the of a Lyon a lambe, of a perſecuter a 
diſciple, of a cruel Saule a mecke ſpirited 
e 9. Paule. Conſequently ſubmit thy affec- 
Epheſ 5. tions and appetites vnto rraſon, and ſee 
Kom. 16. that thy reaſon be euermoꝛe obedient vn⸗ 
to the rules of fapthe, contapned in the 

Scriptures. 

Fle from erceſſe and riofe. @hanne 


the company of them that be blaſphemous' 


and vicious. Carry with the whereſoe- 
uer thou goeſt, a ſure intent and purpofe 
to leane that vice. Deteſt it greatlye in 
all other men. Conſpder what felicity 
thou ſhalte loſe and what infelycyty 
thou ſhalt winne, if thou ſtill vſe it. And 
euermoze with dzaw thoſe thinges that 
myght occaſion thee vnto it Vyde thy 
. purs, and thou ſhalt not be robbed. Lay 
aſyde thy lwoꝛd, and thou ſhalt not flea, 
Mithdꝛawe exceſſe, and thou ſhalf not 
be dzoonk , Bzeake thee of thyne , cus 
Uome 
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ſtome, and thou ſhalt no longer ſweare, 
Hauing theſe conſpderations with ſuch 


like, thou maieſt ſone leaue it if thou 


wilt. Theſe remedies haue J ſhewed the 
and theſe godly admoniſhmentes haue A 
geuen the, as one ſo intyꝛely hungering 
thy loules p2ofit i in my inward ſpirite as 
mine owne. Conſider how thy mercikull 
father hath planted in the his own image 
and left in thy frayle veſſell his incompa- 
rable treaſure. Kender it not againe vn⸗ 
to him defoꝛzmed with vice, and defiled 
with ſynne: But ſceke to be found in 
the dap of his comming without 
ſpot, that thou mayſt reccaue 
the ineſttmable reward, 
pꝛouided fo2 them that 
loue him truly, 
Amen, 


(+) 
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A ſhort inſtruction to 
the world. 


¶ To Kinges and Princes. 


Be learned pe kinges and vnderſtand, 
Embzace the truth of Chziſtes wozd, 
Pour harts be all in Gods hand, 

Me is your king,your pzince,and Lozd. 
Stabliſh no lawe that maketh diſcozde, 
But do as did king Ezechias, 
Danid,Joſaphat,and Joſias, 


To ludges. 


Accept no perſon in indgement, 
Waelt not the law, kepe well your ſyſe, 
To wꝛong foz bꝛibes do not conſent. 

Foz they do blind the eies of the wiſe. 
Thus ſcripture biddeth you moze then 


/ Andfoz to haue ſuch pꝛoperties. (twile 


As Jethꝛs tolde to Poiſes. 
¶ To Counſelours. 


A faithfull man will kepe counſell, 


And there is welth where many ſuch be, 


Beware ol falſe Achitopel. 
The counlell of God muſt ſtand fruly, 


Pe 


— 
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to the VVorld. 


Pecan it not deſtroy verely, 
Keepe truth and faith with ſecretnes, 
And further the cauſe of Godlines. 


¶ To Chamberlaines. 7 


Beware of Thares and Bagathan, 
Leaſt freaſon in the chamber be ſowne. 
Foꝛ if the court be ruled by a man, 

Poze Pardocheus is ouerthzowne. 

Bat when the truth is thoꝛowlp knowne 
He ſhall be found a faithfull Jue, 

And to his pꝛince a ſabiec true, 


¶ To Stewards. 


Spend not your maiſters gods in vaine 
ul be faithfull in pour office. 
Foz though ye take therin ſome paine, 
Pe haue of Chꝛiſt a ſwærte pꝛomis. 
Kepe wel pour reckening moze and lelle, 
Be faithfull euer in great and ſmall, 
And Chzilt will you god ſtewards call, 


TTo Treaſurers, 


Pe that haue freaſure in your keping, 
Committed to you foz a ſeaſon, 
Be alway lure of pour reckening. 
As equite willeth and god reaſon, 
Jeſus 


A ſhort Inſtruction 


Jeſ 45 Spꝛacke taught this leſſon, 
To ſet a locke where manp handes be, 
It is no ſhame no2 diſhoneſtie. 


To Controlers, 


Oo thozow the court foꝛ Chꝛiſtes ſake, 
And where ye ſpy any thing abuled : 
Doo vonr office, and ſome paynes take, 
That idlenes map be refuſed, 

Great mens houſes are accuſed, 
To be infec with vncleaneſſe, 
With pꝛide, with othes, and with erceſte. 


C To Preachers and Minilters, 


Flatter not at al, but pꝛeach gods word 
Rebuke euery enyll condicton, - 
Thinke on vour duty to God vor? Z 07d, 
And fozget not his commiſſion, * 
Hide not the truth foz pꝛomocion, 
Be true Apoftles in wooꝛd and hart, 
And play not ſecretly Judas part. 


¶ To all degrees and Officers. 


All other Officers great and ſmall, 
Whole whole duties J doo not know: 
But Gods wozd thus comaundes pon all 

WMhe⸗ 
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to the VVorld, 


Whether your eſtate be hye o2 low, 
That none in his calling ſhould be flow, 
But euerp man in his buſpnes, 

To wozke the Lozds wozk w faithkulnes 


And within the foꝛſapd doctrine, 
Is contapned the whole dutye, 
How all Subiedes ſhould dꝛaw the lyne, 
Dffayth,of truth, ot honeſtpe. 
And no man fo2 to go awzpe, 


But enery one in his lpuing, 
To ſhew the fruites of Gods learning. 


All vice which is now ſo occupped, 
Wlithin this wozld, as is to to much: 
It ſhould right well be ſone amended, 
If all Rulers would rebuke ſuch. 
And if Pꝛeachers the quick would touch, 
Men which run now in ſynne ſo ryfe, 
They ſhuld right gladly mend their lyfc, 


Alſo if all other degrees and Officers, 
In realm, town, houſe wold be diligent, 
Then ſhould they) haue right god lpuers, 
And folo wers of Cots commaundment, 
Ot god warning foloweth amendment.“ 
Uhich 4 pꝛap God vs graunt and geue. 
That we with him in heauen may lpue. 

Amen, 


* * 3 ͤ ᷣ — — 
ACS —_ a 
W 
nnn .. 


Jmpanted at 


London by Iohn Awdely 


dwelling . litle Bzitam 


ete — 2 
gh 2 


(+) 


—_—— 2 rin Aer... — — —ͤ—U— 9 — 2 my — 
— . — 5 * 


s — 
. —— w eee i OE een nA 
r R . os 


: 
4 * ww i : 
_ — — EAR 
” > 
= = 


— 


— p A as. of ® 
„ "of 
* * + ks 
n 1 : «gs « TE 53 
G 
* 


F ; . . 1 | * 9 
„ RS ET 


3 > ow____SC ]u_L 
_— 


